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A MESSAGE FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME   
With our mission in mind, the United Methodist Children’s Home is embarking on historic and exciting changes for our future. 
For over 118 years, UMCH has continuously evolved to meet the challenges of the day in providing the best possible care for 
children in need of God’s unconditional love. UMCH originated as an “orphanage.” It eventually moved to the Selma location to 
provide better opportunities and resources for the children we served. It continued to expand into the far reaches of Alabama and 
Northwest Florida in order to serve as many children as we were able within our two Conferences (North Alabama and Ala-
bama- West  
 Florida). As a continuation of our strategy, we expanded into more diverse services, including foster care and family 
preservation, working with whole families to keep them together for the sake of the children. In 2010, there are very few 
“orphans.” However, there are many children with extreme needs that are the result of abuse and neglect. We seek to embrace 
“the least of these”……children for whom it’s hardest to find loving, stable homes.  
 Though change is often difficult, the needs of children today require us to evolve once again. The days of large campus 
and institutional-style care are quickly fading. In many areas within the two states, we already provide a more home-like envi-
ronment for children to find comfort, security, love, and the individual attention needed to find the path God has for their lives. 
Fewer children are being referred to our Selma campus because of its institutional-like environment. Over the past decade, sev-
eral of our cottages in Selma had to be closed due to the low number of children, in order to save the associated high costs of 
operation. In 2009, we operated only five cottages there.  
 UMCH has struggled for several years with high costs of maintaining the large campus facilities in Selma while using 
only a few of the buildings. After several years of committee work, research and discussion, difficult but necessary decisions 
have been made. Earlier in 2009, the Board approved a plan to begin reducing the number of children and staff on the Selma 
campus. By year’s end, there were about 20 children there. By the end of January, they will have transitioned into independent 
living or moved to other placements- wherever is best for them. Some of these children will stay within our system in our other 
group or foster homes.  
 However, our ministry is not closing. We will continue to serve the same number of children, and possibly more, within 
our system. We will continue to operate eight group homes: in Scottsboro, Florence, Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Headland, and 
Mobile in Alabama and Crestview and Milton in Florida. We continue to recruit and train foster parents so that more children 
can be placed in their loving homes. We manage foster care homes from our offices in Jasper, Dothan, Troy, Andalusia, and Ev-
ergreen, Alabama and Milton, Florida. The most promising programs within our ministry are through our various Family Preser-
vation Services. We serve many children who are living in their own homes as we work with the family to keep them together. 
We are proud to be among the top-ranked agencies in the two states in caring for children through diverse services.  
 For now, our Administrative Headquarters will remain in Selma. The Board of Directors has approved a plan to move 
Headquarters to the Montgomery-Prattville area, and this move will take place when a suitable location is found. We have re-
ceived several inquiries about purchasing the Selma property, but nothing is final at this point. The eventual sale of the property 
would help put the investments made back into our ministry in order to serve more children and to expand into other areas in the 
future. Our primary concern and responsibility is for the care of our children- those in our care now, and the thousands who will 
be brought to us in the future.  
 Realizing that this change is most difficult for those with close ties to the Selma campus, we pray that God will lead 
them to continue serving this ministry anywhere our children are. The support, love, and prayers from our family in Christ con-
tinue to be a great need for our children, and we will continue to serve them compassionately with the love of Christ as our guid-
ing light.  
 May God bless you as you have blessed His children. The Staff and Board of Directors, United Methodist Children’s 
Home 

Parking:  During construction our normal parking patterns are disrupted.  It would help if the more able-bodied among us 
would park farther away from the building so that those who need to be closer can have those parking spaces.  Thank you for 
your patience and cooperation. 
 
Worship:  February 7 is Super Bowl Sunday but we will still have the regular Evening Worship Service at 6:00 in the 
chapel. Tom Roberts will preach.  The evening service is a casual and relaxed time of worship. It’s a good way to end the 
day and to begin the new week.  Why not come and check it out? 
 
Maintenance:  The Maintenance Group will meet on Tuesday, February 9, at 8:30 to work around the building.  All retired 
men and anybody who wants to help are welcome.  These men do a great job and save the church a lot of money in mainte-
nance and repairs. 
 
Midweek:  Midweek Ministries continues on February 10.  The meal is served continuously from 5:00-6:30, with takeouts 
available….Peter Kirchikov continues the series on “The Making of Stalin” at 6:00 in the parlor….Reid Crotty’s Bible 
Study at 4:30 and 6:30 is considering the Letter to the Ephesians….All classes, Bible studies, choirs, handbells and activities 
for children and youth will meet as usual. 



Hospitals:  Golden Living  Dot Price    Mt. Royal Tower   Edwin Williams   Jean Ponder    Brookwood     Nell Harrison  

SONRISE MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Monday, 6:30-7:00 a.m.  

Arby’s on Montgomery Highway 
Men of all ages welcome 

VALET PARKING  
Every Sunday morn-
ing;  Drive to the cov-
ered entrance near the 
nursery and fellow-
ship hall. 

Sympathy of the congregation is extended to Bill and Will Pearson in the death of their father and grandfather, Ed Pearson 
of Birmingham and Huntsville, on January 29….to Kathy Hutcheson in the death of her grandmother, Mary Archer Booth of 
Athens, Alabama on January 27….Our prayers are with these friends in their time of sorrow.  
 
Counseling:  Abuse can take a variety of forms—physical, verbal, emotional, sexual.  No one should be a victim of abuse.  
If this is a problem for you, help is available.  Steve Sweatt is an ordained minister, licensed counselor, and certified mar-
riage and family therapist affiliated with United Methodist Pastoral Care and Counseling, Inc. who comes to the satellite 
office here at the church for personal, marriage, and family counseling.  Call 213-0227 or 824-8320 for an appointment.  It’s 
confidential and affordable. 
 
Class:  Because of construction, the Footsteps Class has temporarily lost access to their classroom.  They have relocated to 
the church library for the time being.  We appreciate their flexibility in dealing with the inconvenience.  The Footsteps Class 
is made up of young couples, mainly in their 20’s.  It’s a lively and growing group, and they always welcome newcomers. 
 
Adult Sunday School Council Meets This Sunday – We will have our first 2010 meeting of the Council in the Fishermen 
classroom at 3:00 p.m.  The Education Committee meeting will meet alongside the council, as some of the work is shared 
between the two groups.  The Items on the agenda for the meeting will include preparations for the BBQ later in the spring, 
curriculum options for the Spring, Midweek offerings for 2010 and 2011, and plans for our 2010 Connecting Classes.  We 
need at least one representative from every adult class.  Don’t let your class be left out; please be sure to select a representa-
tive from your class to attend. 
 
Adult Sunday School for Lent – If your class is interested in a Lenten –specific study for Sunday School (Sundays Febru-
ary 21 – April 4, Easter Sunday) please contact Lawton Higgs at the church office. 
 
Missions/VIM Meeting is February 8th – Our VIM meeting is on Monday, February 8 at 7pm in the church library.  We 
will discuss our VIM plans for the spring (working with Habitat for Humanity, UMRA House developments, Gulf-coast 
Hurricane Recovery work, Church-wide Service Day, etc.).  Please plan to attend if you are interested in working with VIM 
this spring. 
 
BPUMC Red Hat Luncheon—Feb. 20 at 11:30 at a local restaurant.  For reservations call Glynda Culver at 822-0006 or 
Nancy Moore—987-1747 

FAMILY NIGHT—SKATE NIGHT 
Sunday. February 21, 5:00-7:00 

Roller Motion 
2474 Morgan Road 

Hamburgers—Hot Dogs 
No Admission Charge or Skate Rental Fee 

Bring a Friend—All Ages Welcome! 

ASH WEDNESDAY—
February 17 

6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
Imposition of Ashes 

Meditation by Reid Crotty 
Midweek Supper 5:00-6:30 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
February 7, 8:45 and 11:00 services 

Sermon by Reid Crotty 
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES  
AARP FREE INCOME TAX HELP:  Mr. Lewis will be here each Wednesday until April 14.  Call Betty for appointment.  
UP-COMING EVENTS: 
Thursday February 4:   SHEPHERD’S CENTER - Earlybird Fellowship at 9:30am.  Program at 10:00am.  E-Z Exercise, 
Knitting, Bridge, Rummiekue, This/That at 11:00am.  Lunch at noon. 
SATURDAY MAY 1:    LADIES DAY for all ladies of BPUMC, friends and community.  Special Worship and Music ser-
vice, Memory Candle, Coffee/Refreshments Bible study with Becky Walker, TABLESCAPES/TABLE TALK (prizes 
awarded), “Life Is Like A Box Of Chocolates” with guest speaker Caroline Jones, special events in the gym, Lunch, prizes 
and lots of surprises.  Tickets go on sale Sunday, March 7.  Invite/treat a friend to this special day.  Call Debbie Weathers 
978-7537 for TABLESCAPES. If you would like to help with Ladies Day call Betty. 
Thursday May 13/Friday May 14:  Monroeville “TO KILL A MOCKINGTON BIRD”  
Tuesday May 25:   DAY TRIP with Reid and Betty to Lilburn, Ga.  Tour the  BAPS SHRI  SWAMINARAYAN MANDIR 
or Hindu Temple (Georgia’s Taj Mahal).   Made with pink Indian sandstone, Italian marble and Turkish limestone, built like 
a jigsaw puzzle.  The three tiers are a homage to the body of God, columns representing legs, windows as ears and flags as 
hair.  Marble columns, statues, carvings in the recessed ceiling and much more.  Cost: $75.00 pp - includes lunch.  Traveling 
by tour bus.  Call Betty 
Friday July 9 - Sunday July 18:   BOSTON with Reid and Betty.  Oh,  what fun we are going to have touring Fenway 
Park and attending a Red Sox ball game, Historical sightseeing Cruise, Freedom Trail, remember Cheers - we’re going there, 
how about Harvard University, The First Church of Christ, Scientist,  Museums,  Trinity Church an 1877 masterpiece,  JFK 
Library and so much more.  Cost: $945.00 pp double/$1250.00 single.  Call Betty for more info.  $200 deposit due Thursday, 
April 1.  Balance due Tuesday, June 1. 

Men’s Freeplay Basketball 
In the Gym 

Sunday & Thursday,  
7:00 p.m. (Church Members) 

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. (Community)   

CHILDREN’S NEWS 
PRESCHOOL PAJAMA PARTY  is scheduled for Friday Feb. 5, 6-7:30p.m. The Princess Snow White will be visiting us! 
There will be a craft and a snack. This is an event for preschoolers and their families to mix and mingle outside of Sunday 
School! Please call Mrs. Leigh or e-mail to confirm your appointment with the princess! 822-0910, ldelashaw@bpumc.org . 
4TH/5TH FELLOWSHIP  will go to the McWane Center at 2p.m.on Sun. Feb. 7. Cost is $15.00  We will see the new 
Imax film. Contact Mrs. Leigh at 822-0910 to make your child’s reservation on the bus. Friends are welcomed to be a part of 
the fun! Travel/Medical forms must be updated for this event. 
4TH/5TH FELLOWSHIP  RETREAT  is Feb. 26-27 at Camp Sumatanga. This is for both boys and girls! We will leave at 
4:30 p.m. on Friday Feb. 26 and be back at 5 p.m. Saturday Feb. 27. Cost is $30.00. Deadline for registration is Weds. Feb. 
10. Friends are welcomed.  
PARENTING CLASSES during mid week ministries will begin Feb. 24 and  we’ll start at 6:15 p.m. The first session will 
be about Children and Grief  with Doreen Duley. She is the chaplain at Children’s Hospital. This class will guide parents in 
understanding how children process grief and what we can do as parents to help facilitate the healthy emotional, mental and 
spiritual development in our children.  

Midweek Meal, Feb. 10 
Pork chops, dressing, mashed pota-
toes/gravy and turnip greens or baked 
chicken, baked potato bar, bread 

BPUMC FOOD PANTRY 
1st and 3rd Wednesday each month 
We are serving 60+ families a month.  

We appreciate all donations! 

HAITI RELIEF OFFERING 
Received to date: $7,739.50 

Make checks payable to the church and mark them HAITI.  Our gifts 
will be administered through the United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief (UMCOR) which is the disaster relief agency of our denomination. 

Luscious, Love, & Laughter  
Valentine Banquet & Show  

Sunday, February 14, 2010; 6:00 pm  
BPUMC Fellowship Hall  

Enjoy a luscious pork tenderloin dinner prepared by Marvin Broome followed by an evening of love songs and 
laughter. (Reid, Diana, and Michael will be roasted!)  

Tickets on sale Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. $15.00 for 1 ticket, $25.00 for 2 tickets or reserve a 
whole table for $100.00 ! Childcare will be available with reservations.  

All proceeds to benefit youth mission projects. 

Meetings: 
Thursday, February 4, 7:00 Finance Committee 
Sunday, February 7, 3:00    Education Committee 
Monday, February 8, 9:30   UMW Board Meeting 
Monday, February 8, 7:00   Mission Committee 
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Pastors, Reid (ext.104) Lawton (ext. 105) 
Reid A. Crotty, rcrotty@bpumc.org      
R. Lawton Higgs, Jr., lhiggs@bpumc.org                           
Tom Roberts 
Dir. of Seniors, ext. 103 
Betty Hottenstein, bhottenstein@bpumc.org 
Dir. of Student Ministries, ext. 118 
Michael Pugh, mpugh@bpumc.org 
Dir. of Children, ext. 107                  
Leigh Delashaw, ldelashaw@bpumc.org 
Administrator, ext. 101 
Elizabeth Sheetz,  esheetz@bpumc.org  
Financial Manager, ext. 117 
Janie Briggs, jbriggs@bpumc.org  
Secretary, ext. 119 
Cindy Myers, cmyers@bpumc.org                                                                         
Dir. of Music, Diana Mayhall, ext. 114 
Assistant Music Director, Lonnie Parsons 
Organist, Jamie Davis 
Webmaster  
Jenny Strickland 
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Sunday, February 7                                               
8:45 a.m.                   Morning Worship 
9:45 a.m.                    Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.                 Morning Worship 
3:30 p.m.                    Education Committee 
6:00 p.m.                   Evening Worship 
Monday, February 8 
8:30 a.m.                    Staff Meeting 
7:00 p.m.                    Mission Committee 
Tuesday, February 9 
8:30 a.m.                      Maintenance 
9:30 a.m.                     Bible Study—Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, February 10 
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Thursday, February 11 
9:30 a.m.                     Shepherd Center 
Friday, February 12 
6:00 p.m.                     Friendship Class 
Saturday, February 13 

 

February 7, 2010 
Greeters:  February 14— Seekers 
Ushers: 8:45 –Carlisle; 11:00 – Dollar—E 
Acolytes: 8:45-Jack Boone;11:00– Jack Briskin 
Cross: 8:45-Ray Boyd 11:00– Ryan Caraway 
Children’s Church 8:45; 11:00—No Children’s Church 
Meals on Wheels: February 10: Peggy and Bill Fields 
Food Pantry:  February 17:  Kay Adams 

Sermon, February 7, 2010 
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

“From a Human Point of View” 
(II Corinthians 5:16-21) 

Reid Crotty 
 

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 
“Upward Temptations” 

(Romans 12:14-16) 
Tom Roberts 

Last Week’s Record 
January 31, 2010 

Sunday School                                                   366 
Morning Worship                                              618 
Evening Worship                                                 24 
Weekly Operating Needs                      $28,060.09 
Operating Receipts                                $28,081.04               
2010 Operating Budget                    $1,459,125.00 
Needed to Date                                    $140,300.45 
Received to Date                                 $111,848.34 
Building Fund Receipts                          $ 7,515.96 
Building Fund in 2010                          $ 32,191.87 
New Members in 2010                                   6 

BE  A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE 
January 1, 2010 - Dec. 31, 2012 

Amount Pledged                               $1,484,298.00 
Received Last Week                               $ 6,690.96 
Received to Date                                 $ 127,557.62 
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TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 
Old Courthouse Museum 

Monroeville, Alabama; May 13-14 
Contact Betty Hottenstein for Details 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS WITH EXPERIENCE IN CONSTRUC-
TION ARE NEEDED for Youth Summer Trips, July 4-10.  Your 
way will be paid.  Contact Michael  at mpugh@bpumc.org 


