MINUTES – EDUCATION COMMITTEE

BLUFF PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2007

The Education Committee of BPUMC met March 24, 2007 under the leadership of Jan Slack. Attending were Reid Crotty, Don Anthony, Jan Slack and Lynda Powell.
 

Items discussed were as follows:

1) Midweek ministries: The midweek ministries have been very successful all year.  
a) The cooking classes were very popular and well attended. 

b) The standard bible study classes conducted by Reid, Becky Walker, Carol Westbrook and Debbie Arnwine are all doing well.  
c) A Spiritual Aspects of Art class was held in February and March.  
d) Peter Kirchikov's classes on Russian Culture will be continuing into April and May.  
e) Financial Peace led by Dustin and Jenny Strickland was well attended.  
f) Reid is looking into a pet-care class for children and parents with Laura Edwards.
Other ideas: Baby-sitter get-together with new parents, as a way for certified baby sitters in the church and new parents to meet.  Certification for baby sitting through Red Cross might be a possibility (could require a Saturday).
 

2) Connection Classes update:  For the month of April the 5th Sunday class has been moved to April 22nd.  Past member Penny Foster will speak on her journey as a parent of a disabled child.   
 

3) Adult Sunday School classes:
a) New Horizon has outgrown their physical space and is in need of a larger room.  Accommodations for space are in the works.
b) New Light has expanded their physical space to meet their large membership.
c) Cornerstone Class has 8-10 regular members.
d) Vitality Class is doing well.
e) Home Improvement is doing well.
f) New Women's class is going well, coordinated by Jan Slack
 

 Ideas for training adult teachers were discussed.  Reid suggested using a Sunday School hour to survey the resources in the library or scheduling a study session on a Wednesday evening.  The purpose of this would be to familiarize congregates on how to use the churches resources to put together a Sunday School lesson.
 

4) College Ministry:
There is the need for continual prayer and concern for this population.  Kate Gower has staying connected with college students by inviting them to participate in youth events and chaperones youth trips.
 

5) The Glenn and Carolyn McCrackin Lecture Series Fund:
Idea for research and speaker: Poverty and the Need to Re-write the Alabama Constitution, possibly inviting Susan Pace Hammill to speak on the Effects of Poverty in Alabama.
 

6) New Year's Dec. 30:  There will be a 9:00 a.m. breakfast followed by one worship service at 10:00 a.m.
